Campaign for Real Ale

Aylesbury Vale & Wycombe Branch

YOUR COUNTRY NEEDS YOU!

DRINK MORE BEER!
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Win FIVE plIltS shown that Britain remains the trend in other parts of the Book n wa or the
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' slipped from 210 pmts per alternative to traditional |
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this change in public tastes. trving to catch up with them!

Vale Brewery of Haddenham offer
CAMRA Award Winning Local Ales,
traditionally brewed from only the
finest ingredients, available in
polypins and party packs.
To order telephone 01844 290008 |

Price list {incl. VAT) ABV __ Fir._ gal .
Notiey Ale 3.3% 72.00 4200 22.00 ' _ -
Black Swan Dark Mild 3.3%  73.00 43.00  22.50 I 0“‘
Vale Best Bitter 3.7% 73.50 4350  22.75 .sn—.ec_l_a._G!
Wychert Ale 3.9% 74.00 4400  23.00
I Edgar's Golden Ale 4.3% @ 76.00 46.00 24.00 SILVER S WAN
Black Beauty Porter 4.3%  77.00 47.00 . 24.50 T SHIRT
Hadda's Spring Gold 4.6% 78.00 48.00  25.00
Grumpling Premium 4.6%  78.00 48.00  25.00 Free I' |
I Bottled Beers | - |
Black Swan Dark Mild 3.3% H00ml with every case ﬂf 12x500mi
Wychert Ale 3.8% 500m| __ upon presentation of this voucher,
Edgar's Golden Ale  4.3% b00miI / Buy a mixed valid until 31st May 2002
‘ Halcyon Daze 4.3% 500ml| case for £20
Black Beauty Porter 4.3% 500m| } |
Grumpling Premium 4.6% 500ml
Hadda's Head Banger 5.0% 500m!|

A

The free newsletter for the dlcermngln kers of Aylesbu ry_Vam



Swan Supping

L.ocal News

e o e e

AYLESBURY

The Pine Shop on Buckingham
Street is currently being refurbished
to enable it to become a bar/
restaurant for which a licence has
been obtained. As we go to press,
there has been no decision on who
will take over the lease, but ihere
are strong rumours that S,
Wetherspoons may be Interested
(where have we heard that belore!},
Fuil details will appear next 1ssue.

The Emperor Inn is no longer
doing the Brakspear scasonal beers
due to lack of demand. They still
nave both Brakspear's Bitter and
Special.

The Grapes is currently undergoing
a major refurbishment. There is 2
ioad of scaffolding outside and the
pub appears to be expanding into
the shops which adjoin it. The sign
outside says that it 1s due to reopen
in April, so we hope to have full
details of the changes in our next
ISSue.

Colin Beland, landiord of the
Rockwood, has taken on the lease
of the Market Tavern as well
There are plans to reopen the
restaurant upstairs, but this will
probably involve the creation of

another fire exit. Thev are
currently serving Marston's
Pedigree, alongside the very good
value Bass, Instead of Adnams
Bitter. The morning opening times
are being continued and they also
stay open untit 11pm on Thursday
nights and not mst en Fnday and
Saturday nights,

BIERTON
As we announced last 1ssue, Derek
and Carol French left the Red
Lion at the end of February. The
new tenants in this inn owned by
Punch Taverns are Mary Laftan,
Victoria Spencer and Hannah
Gordon (not the actress! ).

GAWCOTT

Over the Easter perniod, the
Cuckoos Nest is due to hold a beer
festival (unfortunatelv ihis news
came to late for Swan Supping last
issue). They will have the full
range of Vale beers plus a load of
ouest beers, as well as a range of
entertainment.

HEDGERLEY
The White Horse will be holding
its tenth annual beer festival from
Friday 31st Mayv through to
Tuesday 4th May.

Royal Qa k

Aston Abbots

4 miles novth of Aylesbury, off A418

600 year old thatched pub

P Op en fires

« Three real ales

. Extensive meals
« Bed & Breakfast

Hosts: Gary and Ten
Tel: 01296 681262

HIGH WYCOMBE

Barry Purkiss 13 due to leave the
Rose & Crown at the beginning of
April. As the pub has featured in
many issues of the Good Beer
Guide, thas will be a sad loss to the
branch. 1t 18 hoped that some of us
will be able to say a proper farewell
to him and a full report (plus
pictures!) will appear next 1ssue.

KINGSWOOD
The Plough & Anchor has
become Cask Marque accredited.
For the first assessment 1t got
18/20 as one of the beers was too
warm by hall a degree but it got
2020 on its second assessment.
Beers that they have had on
recently  have included Vale
Wrychert and Vale Benskins Bitter.

LITTLE KINGSHILL
The Full Meon will be holding its
third annual beer festival on
Saturday Xth and Sunday 9th of
June. It 15 planned to have around
twenty different beers plus other
attractions nciuding a pig roast
and a Jazz band.

LOUDWATER

The White Blackbird was
demolished at the beginning of

March. It had been closed and
boarded up for some time and the
site has been bought by ihe
Maidenhead based "King's QOak
Homes" who plan to build flais or
“appartments” as they call them on
the site. There had been plans for a
McDonald's drive through {fasi
food restaurant on the site, but as
this was not favoured by local
residents, they are pleased that i
will not now go ahead.

LUDGERSHALL
The Bull and Butcher changed
hands 1 February when Denise
Powell and Samantha Drury took
over from Mr, and Mrs, Brown.
They are currently oilering
Brakspears Bitter on handpump.

MARLOW

There 1s a2 new manager at the
Cross keys.

The Prince of Wales 18 planning
to ofter Thair food In the near

.l-ld
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OAKLEY
Brian Mace, the landlord of the
Roval Oak has applied for

(Continued on page i%)

Mick and Wendy Rolley

The White Hart

Quainton

(Nice Pub, shame about the Landlord)

Adnams Bitter
Thwaites Bitter
Regular Guest Beer from the
‘Finest Cask’ range

Evening meals served until 21:00
(except Thursday])

Bar Snacks available until 22:45.

Bed & Breakfast £25.00

n (inc V.A.T)

En Suite Room/Colour V/T ea/Coffee
Engﬁ‘sh Tourist Board Approved (3 Diamonds)

Tel

7 Bucks HP22 4AS

. 4 ATheStrand, o foonn
s ”?"“‘2”‘%'___,-’5:‘: Quainton, Aylesbury e e S
AT sinlsis it

: 01296 655234

Please note: We are closed for
Thursday Lunchtimes

Pleasecntact the editor if you have any news regarding our local pubs
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NEAME BREWERY VIS

IT

i,

Tuesday March 12" saw me setting off for another brewery
visit with the CAMRA Investment Club. This trip was to the
Shepherd Neame Brewery in Faversham, the oldest brewery
in the country established in 1698.

The ftram journey was uneventful and [ arrived at the
appomted time of half past one. The Visitor Centre is an old
timber framed building but inside it is very much like a pub
with an array of five handpumps and about ten keg fonts
dispensing the complete range of Shepherd Neame products.

A sandwich buffet was provided along with the first of many
drinks. The first part of the tour was an address by Jonathan

Neame, the Managing Director, who spoke for some twenty

minutes on the history of the brewery, the business strategy
and the current economic climate for brewing in Kent.

He was adamant that the way forward was to be both into
brewing and pubs rather than the current trend of splitting the
two. The company has presently about 370 pubs and brews
about 50,000 barrels a vear of Spitfire, their premium ale. In
the export market they sell well in Sweden (coming second
only to Guinness) and also Finland and Italy.

The next stage of the proceedmgs was a tutored tasting given
by the Head Brewer. He took us through three ales, namely

Masterbrew, Farly Bird (the current seasonal brew) and |

Spitfire explaming the various ingredients, smells and tastes.
Por any of you who tasted Herald, the seasonal Xmas Ale, he
did confess they went a bit over the top with the added spices
and would tone it down a bit for next year. He also confirmed
they would be brewing a cask Jubilee Celebration Ale at 6.2%
and 1t would be limited to two nines per outlet.

first visit was to the automated bottling line which fills,
pasteurtses, labels and packages a bottle in 45 minutes start to
tinish.

We next saw the two steam engines that used to power the
brewery mnstalled in 1842 and 1910 respectively. They are still
steamed about once a fortnight and on other special occasions.

Most of the equipment in the brewery is of a stainless steel
except for the Malt Mill installed in 1920 and the two Mash
T'uns mstalled in 1914 and reconditioned in 1949. These are
made of Gunmetal and Teak and each hold 300 barrels. Two
stainless steel tuns are used for the lagers. Brewing takes
place three times a day and five days a week.

The water used in the brewing process comes from their own
borehole actually on site. About 100,000 gallons are used,
70,000 for cleaning and 30,000 for brewing.

All the other equipment such as coppers and fermenting
vessels are made of stainless steel and are all reasonably new.
All the fermenting vessels are of the closed type.

Due to the compact nature of the site and the lack of guestions
to our guide the tour onlv lasted about 45 minutes and we
were soon back in the Visitor Centre to continue our sampling
and to ask any questions of the staff. I asked about whether
any of their pubs were in the Cask Marque scheme but was

—

told that Sheps were setting up their own scheme and plaques
would be appearing outside pubs soon.

A shop was also available dispensing such things as glasses, t-
shirts, bottled beers ete.

We were chucked out just before five o’clock, at the end of a
very pleasant three hours in the company of Shepherd
Neame.

Dick Moore

VALE RACING

HIGH QUALITY HORSE RACING ADVISORY SERVICE

0906 6421672

No long intro’s and concise message

Updated midday Monday to Saturday and on main racing Sundays

Calls cost £1.00 per minute at all times
P.O. Box 56, HP2( 1WB

i\ The Lion Roars Again!
w7 Under New Ownership

Real Ale
2 Varieties & Future Guest Ales

Wholesome Home Cooked Food
Sunday Roasts |

Open All Day Saturday & Sunday
(No food Sunday Evening)

The Lion on The Green
High Street, Tetsworth, Oxon

Lelephone No. 01844 281274
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Progressive Beer Duty will
mean more choice for drinkers!

CAMRA welcomed the Early Day
Motion tabled by Norman Baker MP
which calls for the Govemment to
mtroduce a progressive system of beer
duty to protect and promote Britain’s
300 small brewers.

CAMRA has been campaigning for
many vears for such a svstem, which 1s

'NATIONAL NEWS

common in other Furopean member
states.

Mike Benner, Head of Campaigns and
Communications, said, “Britain’s 300
small brewers collectively have between
19 and 2% of the beer market, while
the three biggest companies have about
30%. It 15 extremely difficult for tiny
local brewers to compete and it makes
sense that they should pay less tax than

THE OLD MOAT HOUSE

Tel: 01296 485228

MEALS SERVED DAILY

Weddings,
Parties &

Functions

catered for!

2 Real Ales —
changed weekly

e

Support your local brewers

g e ?

the big bovs in the name of competition
and consumer choice.”

CAMRA believes that a progressive
system of beer tax will:

[ncrease mvestment 1 small breweries
which are often based 1 rural or
economically marginal areas

[mprove cash flow - one of the biggest
threats to small businesses

Create local 10bs
Remove a major barrier to market entry

Be almost self-financing as multiplier
eftects come 1nto play

Promote c¢hoice and diversity for

CORSLITITTS.

Mr. Benner added, “The Chancellor
announced in the last Budget that the
Government 18 minded to introduce
progressive beer duty and 1t 1s essential
to the survival of dozens of small
brewers that this furmns to action in the
forthcoming Budget in April.”

Local Festivals

STH DUNSTABLE BEER FESTIVAL

4th-6th April, Dunstable Young
Persons Centre (Rear of the Union
Bingo), Manchester Place (off High
Street North), Dunstable. Open
Thursday 6-11, Fniday/Saturday noon-
11. Up to 30 Real Ales. No under 18's
admitted. Admission £1 Fri/Sat
evening, free to CAMRA members at
all times (on production of current
card). Contaci Roy Chatto 01525
222206 or wisit sbedscamra.topcities.
com for further details

BANBURY BEER FESTIVAL

19th-20th Apnil, Banbury Town Hall.
(5 minutes from railway station). 40+
Real ales + ciders. Open Friday noon-
I 1pm, Saturday 11-11pm (no entry after
10.30pm  both days). Admission £3,
souvenir glass £2, card carrying
CAMEA members get free pint,
Sandwiches available both days. Music
free festival with great atmosphere. This
event 15 No-Smoking. Further details
contact Sarah Durham (01993 709003 or
email waggler@globalnet.co.uk)
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Lcal Brewery News

- EARTLE il
JORGARI BEER

BRAKSPEAR
The Henley on Thames
brewer has launched its

award-winning Live Organic
beer in draught form for the
first fime.

It 1s available as part of the
company s Brewers Selection
range of seasonal cask
condittoned ales for 2002.

Live Organic was origmally
orewed for the Society of
Independent Brewers
Organic Beer Competition in
late 2000 where 1t won the
gold medal and officially

became ‘Britain’s Champion
Organic Beer'.

Draught Live Organic 13 a
4.2% draught beer that 1s
brewed to exactly the same
recipe as its bottled brother of
4.6% ABV.

Although fermented to 4.2%
ABV for ‘sessionability’ on
draught, the brewing recipes
for bottled and draught Live
Organic 1s 1dentical.

Live Organic 1s brewed with
the world’s only organic
Goldings hops, especially
grown for Brakspear. and
has an English hop aroma
and a distinctive, fresh taste.
It meets the Soil
Assoclation’s Organic
Standard and the distinctive
labelling 1n the 300ml bottled
version 1s carried through fto
the draught pump clip.

Englands Rose

Postcombe

Free House
Hot & Cold Food
Early Breaklast
Bed & Breakfast from £20

Everybody

welcome TOMBOILA
including Saturday Ist June
children Late Licence!

Charity Race Niglt
Monday 8th April

Phone John on 01 1383

FAIR - RAFFLES

Real Ales

OLD LUXTERS

Old Luxters have received a
large <contract from
Buckingham Palace to brew
exclusive beers for thewr
Royal Farms shops.

The beers are Old Windsor
GGold Ale (4.5% ABV) and
Old Windsor Dark Ale (5.0%
ABV).

As well as continuing their
contract with Fortnum &
Mason to brew the bottle
conditioned Formmum's Ale,
they hare planning to brew a
special beer for the Jubilee
which will be available in a

cold botile. Further details

next 1ssue.

REBELLION
Rebellion Brewery has had

TWO [successes 1n an
international beer
competition.

The Cock Inn
at Wing

Great Food!

In the recent International
Beer and Cider Awards they
won a gold medal for their
Rebellion White n the Wheat
Beer Class managing to beat
ot compelition from all over
the world!

Kebellion Red won the
bronze medal 1n the Premium
Bitter Class.

In April vou can get a well
balanced refreshing spring
beer Shot to Bits (4.2 ABV),
part ol theiwr “Drunkard
Series’. This will be followed
by Totalled (4.3%) and
Hammered (4.4%)

TRUEMANS

{ruemans brewery have
restarted brewing their Gold
(5% ABV) which has not
peen brewed lor two years. It
15 currently available at the
Crown and Anchor mn
Marlow.

Fam

Great Restaurant!

Always a wide range of

Real Ale available!

Why not come

and see for yourself?

For further details phone
01296 683214

6




Friday 19th — Sunday 21st | '

April 2002 Farm Brewery

All the regular beers plus ambleden

IGHT guest ales on a theme Nr. Henley on Thames
of England & St. George Oxon. RGY9 6JW

i

Marquee www.luxters.co.uk
Live Music every day
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' BEERS
ALL DAY, EVERY DAY
KINGSBURY SQUARE, AYLESBURY

TUESDAY = POOL TEAM PRACTICE (OPEN TIL IAM)
WEDNESDAY - 605, 705 & 80S (OPEN “T'1IL 2AM)
THURSDAY — TOP BANANA (OPEN ‘TIL 2AM)
FRIDAY & SATURDAY — THE GATE (OPEN "TIL 2AM)
SUNDAY — KRAZY, KICKING KARAOKE FROM 8PM




Bourne End 0 Sign of the Times 2

it 15 with some sadness to learn that the Bourne End area has lost
two of 1ts local pubs recently, lost to eating haunts, as if we didw't
have enough of them already! The Old Red Lion, formerly Masons
and the Red Lion respectively kept a decent pint of bitter at 1ts three
handpumps on the bar. With its Thai restaurant at the rear of the
butlding, the Old Red Lion was a thriving litile business with a
homelvy aura.

Having dined there last September and some of our CAMRA branch
members putting the beer through its paces last summer, I thought
that the pub had a good balance of both diners and drinkers.
Unfortunately the hively Poco Lece restaurant nearby 1s to lose 1ts
premises shortly due to redevelopment at the site that they currently
reside at. Allegedly Poco Loce made an offer that the owners of the
Old Red Lion "just could not refuse” and so adieu.

Cores End’s one and only pub, the Heart in Hand, has closed and 1s
bemng refurbished into an Indian restaurant. This used to be a very
plush locals pub years ago, but alas has fallen from grace of late,
been run down and sold oif. The Cores End punters now have to trek
a good half mile or so to purchase a pint of beer,

This trend of selling off local pubs to the highest bidder is happening
natlonwide as many of the area's taverns are being converted mto
cating houses or, more so, just plain houses. I think that there should
be a clause introduced nio the landlord's contract of ownership that
states 1f he or she wishes to sell up, that they must sell it as a going
concern as a pub. Greed and money 1s tearing this country apart and

Swan Supping

has to be addressed by both local and national government
immediately! It’s OK to sell a local pub for conversion to residential
accommodation but you try submitting plans on reversing that
statement and convert from house to pub. The resulting verdict
would be a flat NO each and Every time.

In a tme where equal opportunities for all suppose to exist, there
still seems 1o be a grey area and certain loop holes to suit.

"Use 1t or lose 1t" 1s the CAMRA motto, but even this hasn't a chance
when money comes mnto the equation! |

Joe Public

Tracing the history of a pub

The Pub History Society, in association with the Hull Local Studies
Unit, 18 organising a one-day workshop on tracing the history of pubs
at the Hands on History Museum in Hull on Saturday 27 April.

Speakers, including What’s Brewing photograph Mick Slaugnter,
will explore the archival sources which are available, share their
experiences in undertaking research of this kind, and look at the
types of inns course members might come across 1n their work,

Tickets are £10 (L¥ members) and can be obtamned from Steve
Williams, 15 Hawthorn Rd, Peterborough PE] 4PA.

Information is aiso available on the Society’'s website www ui-
history.co.ui/pns.rim.




Black Country Trip

We are once again holding our annual
coach trip to the Black Country,

The date has now been fixed for
Saturday 6th July (Note: this date
has changed from an earlier
announcement due fo some football
competition on the other side of the
planet!).

Following the continued success of the event, we will be visiting all the |
old tavourites plus a few new ones to allow new favourites to be found! H Edg er lé’y Vt”dg ¢, Bucks ‘ |

We are also hoping to include a brewery visit this year! 0 1 753 6432 2 5

Pickups (and dropdowns in reverse order) will be made from Bierton,
Avyiesbury, High Wycombe and Stokenchurch.

EVEN REAL ALE
The number of hickets will be imited to 35 to allow reasonabie serving S V S

times in the pubs — SO BOOK EARLY!

Although at the time of going to press the price of the trip has not been Hosts: Dot & F amzly
confirmed, tickets are expected to be £19 each. Tickets and turther

information can be obtained 5}? I'If’lgllflg T{Illy Gabriel on (41494 QZiicjg Servzce & Civiiiz}) G00d Company
527884. ' : e
Garden & Car Parking Facilities

London Pub Crawl 1\, "voar BEER FESTIVAL

We have run out of space for the London Pub Craw! details! Fr Zdﬂy st M ay — T ungay 4th June

If vou wish to join us on Friday 26th April, please contact the editor for
tuli detatls, see the website, or jo1n us at 5:30pm at the Fox & Hounds

Passmore §treet_ 3 | | A FM/IILY RUN FREE HOUSE

Che C’Z&rrpenferﬂ Arms,

oI

Opening Hours
Mon-Sat: 12-3, 6-11
Sun: 12-3, 7-10
SIUIL | POOy

il L it e el
TTTT

Ald 6-0€°9 SOUTUIAT
INd 7-71 s2wnydun’y

Licensees, Alan & Pam Sandell, welcome you to a pub E

with good food, good beer & good company Home Made S andwmches availabie |
An English country pub, set in the Buckinghamshire countryside,

full of character and offering a fine selection of real ales, PUib Games . Re&i Fll‘e.} Patl()

Adnams, Ringwood Best Bitter plus up to six Guest Beers
that change weekly mcluding four served straight from the barrel, 1 5 Spitt al Stre et Nl arl OW Bu CkS
| : . 4 . ] | & 1 " *

lagers and wines, a food area and a real fire in winter.

An extensive range of home cooked dishes 1s available every day for Télephone : 01628 473 649

lunch or dinner, including home-made soups, main courses, snacks,
vegetarian and sweets at reasonable prices.

SENIOR CITIZEN LUNCH — EVERY WEDNESDAY - Morrells Varsity
Dhone 07494 862397 :
MORRELLS & Bitter

u.-.n_nﬁl'

www.thetullmoon.fsbusiness.co.uk
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CAMRA slams DTI decision to

revoke ‘Beer Orders’

The Campaign for Real Ale has reacted with anger and
disbelief at the DTT’s decision to revoke the Beer Orders.

CAMRA s predicting the loss of hundreds of commumty
pubs and the closure of dozens of small brewing companies
should deregulation be allowed to proceed.

Mike Benner, Head of Campaigns and Communications said,
"The revocation of the Beer Orders will send shock waves
through the industry as there will be nothing to stop large
brewers and pub chains tying up huge chunks of the market.
restricting access to smaller brewers and smashing consumer
choice”.

CAMRA claims:

!. That the DTI is acting AGAINST the advice of the Office
of Fair Trading following its review 1n 2000.

2. That the move to allow brewers to prevent pubs from being
pubs 1 the future if sold will lead to HUNDREDS of
community pub closures particularly in rural areas where
pubs are most at risk. This 1s despite steps by DT1LR to protect
rural pubs through improved planning measures and rate
relief.

Aaron Cleaning Services

3. That breweries will be allowed to REFUSE to supply beer
for resale enabling large players with key brands to FORCE
smaller wholesalers and retailers to stock all or most of their
products, even if they only want one.

4, That revocation will allow brewers to charge DIFFERENT
prices to any number of different customers as they will not be
obliged to publish wholesale price lists.

5. Revoking the guest beer provision will allow any brewer to
buy and tie many thousands of pubs to its own products,
excluding smaller brewers and WRECKING consumer
choice.

6. Lack of alternative anti-competitive controls specttic to the
industry will hand more brewing, distribution and retailing
power to the large brewers and pub retailers.

Mike Benner added, "The DTT 18 pulling the rug from under
Britain’'s 15 million beer drinkers and 400 small brewing
companies and leaving us all to the mercy of global brewing
giants and massive pub chains who will now be able to
control the market unhindered. The decision, made with no
consultation of the parties mvolved, demonstrates a mind-
boggling lack of understanding of the ndustry and 1t will
have a huge 1mpact on choice and competitton for years to
come., "

"Revocation of the Orders 1s untimely and mappropriate as

Industrial & Commercial

Cleaning Contractors

Est. 20 years

Why not write to your local MP to sUppert licensing refo rm?

Mobile 07989135408 / Fax 01296 437643
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they still play an important role in protecting consumers and
smaller operators. There must be an urgent consultative
review of the entire industry which would result in a detailed
Government strategy to ensure access to market for small
brewers, fair choice for consumers and steps to protect
community pubs from closure. Otherwise our unigue beer and
pubs mmdustries are likely to be consumed entirely bv a small
handiul of global giants.”

Notes tor your information:

1. The DTI press release ‘Melanie Johnson calls time on Beer
Orders’ was 1ssued on 19th February.

2. The Beer Orders are not scheduled for review by the
Director General of Fair Trading until 2005.

3. The Government response to the OF1 review of the beer
orders was 1ssued on st December 2000.

CAMRA URGES REGIONAL BREWER TO
CONTINUE BREWING

CAMRA 1s urging McMullien & Sons, Hertfordshire's oldest
and biggest brewing company, to stay in brewing as a
vertically  integrated company following their recent
announcement that it 1s to consider options to best realise the
value of the company.

Tony & Lynne welcome you to

Lacey Green

Brakspear’s Bitter

T'he Black Horse,

Tel: 01844 345195
Hot & Cold Bar Meals Daily

P—

Mike Benner, Head of Campaigns and Communications said,
"We think McMullen's should remain vertically integrated. It
has strong regional presence, a healthy pub estate and a
handful ot brands with a strong regional following. We firmly
believe that the best way tor a family brewer like McMullens
to survive in today's consolidated beer and pubs market 1s to
hang onto its fied estate and build support for its key brands.”

CAMRA argues that 1t 1s 1increasingly difficult for
independent brewers to compete with huge global pub chains
and brewers and 1t 1s only through a tied pub estate that their
future can be secure.

Following the recent announcement that the DTI mtends to
revoke the beer orders, CAMRA 1s urging the Government to
review the beer and pubs indusiries and develop a detailed
strategy to promote choice and competition in the UK beer
and pubs market.

Mr. Benner added, "While selling the business as a whole may have
short-term gains for shareholders, the price for local drinkers would
be huge, with the loss of the region's key brewery and the pubs
talling into the hands of a pub chain or rival brewer. The experience
of Gibbs Mew also shows that seiling the brewery and becoming a
pub chamn could [eave the company open to takeover."

Hook Norton Bitter

— Steaks a Speciality

Sunday Lunches (2 Courses) - £ 5.50
Children under 10 — Free (Booking Advisable)

New Menu Selections Now Available

Book early to avoid disappointment!

Children Welcome

Large Car Park

Friendly Atmosphere

Outside Functions Catered For

Check for further details on — www.aylesburyvale.net/risborough/blackhorse

Always ensure that you gét afulll measure'




| . On hearing the news Peter Amor, Managing  Silver - Rudgate, Ruby Mild
Supreme CAMRA Champlon Director of Wye Valley, said "We're Bronze - Beartown, Black Bear
Winter Beer of Britain 2002 extremely happy, 1t gives us a real boost.
We're planning a major brewery expansion  Stouts and Porters

Dorvothy Goodbody's Wholesome Stout' from  this vear which means we can promise even
Herctord brewer Wye Valley was named as  hetter beers in the future - if that's possible!” Gold - Wye Valley, Dorothy Goodbody's
the Supreme Champion Winter Beer of Wholesome Stout
Britain 2002 by a panel of judges at  The silver prize went to Bath brewers Bath  Silver - Ringwood, XXXX Porter
CAMRA's national winter celebration of  Ales with their superb Festivity, and the Bronze-B & T, Edwin Taylor's Extra Stout
beer at the end of January. Bronze award went to Rebinson’s brewery

from Manchester for their Old Tom, which  Barley Wines
The 4.6% ABV stout 15 described 1n the won the supreme prize 1n 2000,

2002 edition of the Good Beer Guide as a Gold - Big Lamp, Black Out
smooth and satisfying stout with a batter Silver - Robinson's, Old Tom
edge to its roast flavours. The finish The Winners Bronze - Adnams, Tally Ho

combines roast grain and malt". . _
Supreme Champion:
At the announcement, Steve Prescott, Wye Valley, Dorothy Goodbody's

Organiser of the National Winter Ales Wholesome Stout
Festival congratulated Wye Valley on their

ability to produce beers to perform on the 2nd - Bath Ales, Festivity | m [i E AM Y

national stage with companies a hundred
|

times their size. rd - Robinson’s, Old Tom 1 A M L D

He said, "Year after year we see beers from

smaller breweries taking the top gong and Catecory Winners i : J AN T - / /
leading the field with tagh quality and _ M O N TH 5 @
distinctive beers. Well done Wye Valley." Old Ales & Strong Mild Caregory l

Goid - Bath Ales, Festivity

Barbara & Tony invite you to
The Clifden Arms Worminghall.

Take In the atmosphere of a fine English
country pub. QOur food is as appealing as the
setting with a large garden and fun play
area for the children.

Enjoy a traditional pub lunch in the bar or
choose from our comprehensive menu in
the comfort of the restaurant. A children’s
menu IS always avaliable.

At the weekend, why not bring the family
and enjoy our traditional Sunday lunch.

Special lunch board every Monday io
Thursday (plus Wednesday evening),
offering two meals for the price of one.

Curry night every Thursday

F ;-I.ﬂﬂfﬁ'pﬁl;\"'ﬁf.*.*" Frppup il 0 i

P e Vi T W
b g TR = e
*

Why not celebrate your wedding, birthday, christening or other

special occasion in the delightful surroundings of The Clifden

Arms. A marquee is available for larger functions. Meals served 12 — 2.30pm & 5.30 — 9.30pm
Call us on 01844 339273, Monday to Friday and 12 — 3.30pm & 5.30 -

9.30pm (9pm Sunday} at Weekends

Real ales on tap including weekly guests

Real Ale is thé best thing to drink at any time of year!!
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BATTERSEA BEER
FESTIVAL REPORT

Alter a year’s absence, due to floor
repairs and the wranglmg around the
cause, the Battersea Beer Festival made
a welcome 12th appearance at the local
Town Hall in mid-February. It was time
to 1nvestigate and enjoy some fine
assorted ale from around the country
OnCE more.

On arrival, 1 decided to alternate from
dark beer (muld, porter and stout) to
light beer each time to ecxchange the
different flavours and so cleanse the
palate, hopefully!

1 started with an Qakleaf AMavpole Mild
(3.8) followed by my voted “Beer of the
Festival’, BPA (Blackpool Pale Ale 4.2)
brewed at the Blackpool Brewery. A
full bodied, malty bitter with a flowery
aroma. Superb! I'll be looking out for
more of their brews in the near future.

| took up residence on a table nearby,
adjacent to a couple of fellow real ale
connoisseurs hailing from
Southampton. I'd met them at the recent
Ealing Beer on Broadway Festival last
November. We conversed about various
topics, beer related naturally, while |
sampled Cropion’s Scoresby Stout (4.2),
a proper traditional mature stout, Castle
Rock Hemlock (4.0), tasty and
flavoursome, and a Dark Mild (4.0)
brewed by Bolton’s Bank Top.

During the course of the afternoon
session, [ reaquamted myselt with some
other stalwart l'estival goers namely
‘Pompey” Jullan from Harlow, the
‘Ihdcot Spud Rustler” and Derek ‘the
shorts” of Staines.

Further consumption of Hambleton
Black Beauty (4.0), a new brew, some
Black Magic Stout {4.5) from the
Oakhill brewery and a CHEB (4.2), an
impressive hoppy beer from Norwich’s
Chalk Hill.

| spied a certain John Wood, a senior
member and the Chiltern Brewery BLO
from my local Aylesbury Vale &
Wycombe Branch. After a guick word
with John 1t’s off to the gallev for some
nourishment before returning to polish

— T, =

off a local brew, Haggards Horny Ale
(4.2), very fruity and worth seeking out
at the Imperial on the Kings Road,
Chelsea where it 1s a permanent fixture
at the handpumps.

A rare Youngs Double Chocolate (5.2)
specially  available for this Festival,
brought up the rear, while 1 decided to
sign off with a Black Mass (6.66) from
Shettield's 4bbeydale.

Roll on the next Beer Festival and more
importantly roll on next February’s
appointment in Battersea.

Welcome back!

A straying Marlow pedigree!

THE END OF THE WORLD
WORLDS END, WENDOVER
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- NEW HEAD CHEF!

FIND US IN THE CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE

2000, 2001 AND 2002 EDITIONS

BEER STILL AVAILABLE

FROM ONLY
£1.20 PER PINT

EENE KING & FULLERS
INGE OF GUES
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Please send your letters and articles to the editor — address on the back page
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Ian and Paula welcome you to their frie
Pub / Restaurant.
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FRESHLY PREPARED FOOD s

v. DIETARY PREFERENCES A

TAKE-AWAY AVAILABLE
GOOD WINE
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As ex-customers ourselves we understand more of your
needs. Come and see for yourself.

COME AND SEE US - YOUWLL BE MADE VERY WELCOME

L 2

1 Wing Road, Stewkley, Beds. LU7 0JB. Telephone & Fax 01525 240272
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Beerscratcher Crossword Competltlon

29. Big 1n Fosters country — right corker.

say. (5, 4)
CLUES DOWN

2. Roosters bandit beers. (6)

3, Can clay be brewed 1m N, Lincs.
village? (6)

4. Landlord’s  bitter at Datchworth,

Tilbury. (3, 3)

5. Quay’s forming bar changes at Worlds

End pub. (7, 2, 6}

6.  Young’s mascot, for example, on all

fours. (9}

Grrantham’s

7. Lord, was he drunk mn
brewery! (9)

8.

No charge for collier in Gloucestershire

brewery. (9)
14.

Brewerv is high spot of Surrey. {3, 4}

O’'Gaunt connection  tor  Mis.

15. Any
Proops. (35, 4}

16.  West Berkshire healer. (2, 7)
17.  Pnde about sold out from Elgoods. (3}

8.  Popular pub sandwich for starters. {3}

22, Spike final drink in the drain. (6)

CLUES ACROSS

1. R.LP. Alton beers supplied viliages at
the end of the earth. (9)

9. Chiswick pimt requires no top-up. (6)
10,

11. Diadn’t start beer — had another — stick
io that. (6}

Keep left n Frederic’s home town. (9)

12.  University cut short by students 1n
Merseyside brewery. (9)

13, Slum that 1s cleared up in breakfast bar.
(6)

17.  5.5% of 9 mutially. (3)
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Why not join us at one of the CAMW

' u liers Of All Your Bar & Catermg Requisites
; 1 (Based Locally To Serve You Quicker)
In Other Words a ‘One Stop Shop’ For All Licensees & Cabesers at

_For Delivery Normally Next Day (No Minimum Order Reguired!)

Stephen on 01296 682784 (24hr)
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23. Pour another and finish jar causing
outrage. (6)

24, Liverpool brewer
morning’s up 18 a nutcase. (6)

19.  Saxon King’s fiftieth anniversary beer
from Vale. {6, 6, 3)

20.  Ocecurs a lot in The Crofters Arms. (3)

21, Old Burt’s beer must have cost
sixpence. (6 -

25, Sounds like
favourite tinple. (9)

26. Eartay
brewpub. {6}

27.  Man road back to mountain brewery
North Wales. (9)

28. Declan  Arkell’s
Scotland, (6}

"B

rising  after

Essential Reference: CAMRA’S 2002 Geood
Beer Guide {and maybe a good road atlas!)

the FEnghsh Pope’s

sort found 1mn R.I.LP. Hale

Compiled by John Williamson

Answers to the editor (see back page for
details) by 14th May and the winner wili
receive 5 PINT Bottles of Botile
Conditioned Beer!!
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~ HOW MUCH DO YOU ‘

WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF YOUR
FAVOURITE BEER DISAPPEARED?

WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF YOUR LOCAL
PUB CLOSED?

Both are becoming commonplace events up and down the country.
Pub companies often alter the range of ales available to their houses
with little or no notice, never mind consultation. Larger breweries
continue to buy out smaller ones with the sole intention of closing
them and replacing their distinctive ales with bland national brands
of their own.

These companies seem to have developed a very short term outlook
and rather than nvesting in what they might call a “Poor performer”
would close 1t and sell it to the highest bidding developer. Otten the
reason for poor performance 1s due to that lack of investment. This
ogradually leads to a run down unattractive appearance which
combined with high prices due to the nidiculously high rent imposed
on the landlord drives many customers to ancther pub, or,
increasmgly the supermarket.

DO YOU CARE ABOUT
VALUE FOR MONEY?

Do you mind paying over two pounds for a short measured pint?
Eight out of ten pints served are less than 100% ligmd and the
average 18 less than 95%. Short measure 1s costing drinkers a million

The Green Dragon

K Churchway, Haddenham

Tel: 01844 291403
Fax: 01844 299532

Haddenham's Award Winning Village Inn

pounds a day. Would you be happv 1f