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AYLESBURY

The tuture of the Old Plough &
Harrow on the Gyratory system 1s
now in doubt. Roy Catten, the
landlord for six years, left at the end
of November afier failing to buy the
pub. A valuation of the pub had
been made by the licenced trade’s
own estate agents and an offer for
the full amount was made. It
appears that Courage wanted 50%
more because they feel that the site
1S very valuable and could become
something much more useful - such

as a dnve through fast food
establishment!

The Queens Head, Temple Square,
will have the following guest beers
available during December: Maclay
Broadsword, Adnams Old Ale,

Deuchars IPA, Nethergate Umbel
Ale and Batemans Valiant.

Butlers will be getting yet another
landlord early 1in the New Year.

The conversion of Weavers to its
new look as a Mr Q’s theme bar has
been completed and the pub
reopened on Friday November 27th.

The former Borough Arms now
offers pool tables, video juke box,
various video games and lots of keg
fonts. However, there was no sign of
any real ale. As this it now the
fourth Mr Q’s in Aylesbury (along
with the Dark Lantern. the Duck
and the Greyhound), perhaps we
can hope that if Allted Domecq feel
the need to theme another pub, they
might try a little variety!

The Avylesbury Social and
Snooker Club, formerly Hazell’s

Club, which closed at the end of
October was very badly damaged by
a fire. Fears that a steward might be
trapped 1n the upstairs flat proved to
be groundless. As announced last
tssue, the club 1s due to be
demolished and replaced by houses.

Town centre pubs are using a new
radio system as part of the
Aylesbury Pub Watch Scheme. It 1s
used to warmn other pubs in the
scheme of potential trouble and
people aiready barred on the Pub
Watch list.

HIGH WYCOMBE

The Beaconsfield Arms, which
was the subject of an article in our
seventh issue, still looks likely to

become a Mr Q’s.

The requested planning permission
was agreed, but an appeal has been
lodged with the backing of the
locals. This appeal to the council 1s
due to be heard this month.

There 1s a temporary manager
running the pub untid the new
manager takes over in January.

OVING

The Black Boy 1s planning to see tn
Christmas Day by having a
midnight carol service round the
tree complete with mulled wine and
mInce pies.

They are also hoping to hold a real
ale festival in the summer 1n a
marquee in the pub grounds.

Be sure to read Swan Supping for
up to date details.

PRESTWOOD

The Chequers has been totally
refurbished. It now has restaurant
and no-smoking areas, new toilets
including facilities for the disabled.
It also has a childrens licence and a
baby changing facility. The new
function room also has a portable
version of nine pin skittles.

The beers on offter are Adnams
Broadside, Ruddies County,
Morland IPA and Original.

PRINCES
RISBOROUGH

Bill Mercer, the long serving
landlord of the Black Prince has
retired. He will be replaced by

Simon Keen who was a Warrent
Officer 1n the RAF.

THAME

The Abingdon Arms had a lucky
escape recently. Bar staff were
alerted by a passer-by who had
spotted flames coming from the
roof.

Local firemen were in the area
collecting for Children in Need and
they acted quickly by getting the
customers to leave thewr drinks on
the bar and having them evacuate
the pub.

Although only a small fire, 1t could
have been disasterous in such an
historic buiding. However, the
flames were extinguished after a
gquarter of an hour and only a
section of the roof was badly
damaged.

The Bird Cage has applied to build
an extension in the courtyard for a
new kitchen. This 1s the first of the
improvements planned by the
OWNCETS, inntrepeneur Pub
Company.

TOWERSEY

A smmilar chimney fire to one at the
Abingdon Arms, Thame occurred
at the Three Horseshoes.

CAMRA s very keen to promote
real fires in pubs (the Good Beer

Ian Brown and his staff welcome you to

Che Queen’s Head

The Village Pub In The Heart of Aylesbury

Bar Snacks & Full Meals Menu

available Lunchtimes & Evenings
New separate function room/restaurant

which will specialise in Cajun food
Regular Food Theme Evenings
Private Parties Catered for
Bed & Breakfast Accommodation
Company Quiz Nights League Sept - April
Four Real Ales and the largest selection of

Malt Whiskies in the Area
Temple Square, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP20 2QA
Tel: 01296 415484

Guide is sponsored by Hometire
Smokeless fuels) but this seems to
be going too far!!

WESTON TURVILLE

The Five Bells has been visited by
undercover agents for the BBC
programme Food and Drink.

The landlord, David Wadey, and
his staff were delighted when they

were praised for their wines and
tood.

The investigators secretly filmed the
restaurant using a tiny hidden
camera whilst judging it for quality
of tood, speed of service and value
for money.

WINGRAVE

Vaclev Havel, the president of the
Czech Republic, famous for its beer,
visited Wingrave in October. The
Manor House in Wingrave was the
home of the exiled Czech
government during the Second
World War.

No visit to the village would be
complete without a trip (o the Rose
and Crown, so Mr Havel had a
chance to meet the locals and try a
traditional English pub. His choice

of drink was a hot rum and water.
He did try a pint of beer but didn’t
finish 1t. Rumour has it that a
regular from the Huntsman,
Aylesbury, (he will remain
nameless to spare his biushes) took
the opportunity to have a free drink
and finished off the pint. He 1s, by
sheer coincidence., in the Czech
Republic on holiday!

The work on the extension 1S now
complete and parties of up to fiity
people can be catered for. Special
menus can be arranged for anyone
booking in advance.

WORLDS END

The current £1.20 per pint beer at
the End of the World is the winner
of the Great British Beer Festival
award for Beer of the Year -
Coniston Bluebird.

The Christmas Day lunchtime
drinking sesston 1s expected to be as
popular as last year, and the pub
intends to make full use of the
extended hours available by
opening that day at 1 lam.

For the rest of the year, dincrs can
take advantage of the supper licence
and continue their drinking until

12.30am.

Please contact the editor if you have any local news regarding our pubs
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Village Pub Competition

Historic Pub Closes

The presentation to the
winning pub in the second
Aylesbury Vale Village
Pub Competition was made
on the 9th November. The
winner this year was The
Bell at Chearsley.

The landlord and landlady,
Peter and Sue Grimsdell

recetved the trophy which
1s presented 1n the memory
of Councillor Ted Payne.
The pub came third 1n last
year’'s competition. It was
also winner of the Fullers
Country Pub of the Year 1n
1995, runner up 1n 1996
and Best Pub Flowers and
Gardens 1997.

Twenty Three pubs were
nominated by members of
the public for this years
competition. The panel of

judges which consisted of

local councillors including
Ted’s widow Maureen,

representatives from MIX
96, the Bucks Herald and

CAMRA., as well as last
year’s winners Danny and
Pat Kinnard from the
Black Boy at Oving.

Peter and Sue have run the
pub for six years and they
have praised their
customers and staff for
helping with the success.

In second place this year
was The OIld Hat at

Preston Bisset and in third
place The Crooked Billet
at Kingswood.

The top twelve pubs
received window stickers,
certificates and  wall
plaques courtesy of Mix 96.
They will be featured in a
village pub guide brochure
to be published by AVDC.
The guide will be available
iIn  tourist information
centres.

See also letters page 8.

Tom & Carol

Welcome You To

THE CROWN INN

i -—

Treat yourself to a wonderful meal at a
400 vear old local village pub.
We serve tasty tood 1in our beamed
pub in the picturesque village of
Sydenham only 4 miles from Thame.

Sample our:
@® Full a la carte menu @ Vegetarian menu
® Daily blackboard specials
® All good wholesome home cooked meals
® Sunday roasts from £6.95

Lunch 12 noon - 2 pm every day
Dtnner 6:30pm - 9:15pm Tuesday - Saturday
Free Parking

1998 CAMRA Good Beer Guide
1998 Good Pub Guide

We look forward to welcoming vou

The Crown Inn, Sydenham (01844 351 634)

S

The attempt to change the
tamous Kings Head pub
off  Market Square,
Aylesbury, into a Christian

community style centre has
failed.

The reopening, less than a
year ago, was greeted with
lots of optimism, but
despite it being one of the
most famous pubs in the
county, the Kings Head
has had to close.

S1x figure debts have forced
the centre to close even
though support came from
more than a local dozen
churches.

Forthcoming events such as
the Mayor’s Carol Service
will have to find other
venues and 1t 1s hoped that
deposits taken for future
bookings can be refunded.

The combination of an
open air drinking and
dining area, plus a
restaurant, meeting rooms
and conference facilities,
never proved to be popular.

No draught beer, was
available, although beer
drinkers had a nice range
of bottled beer to chose
from. This included the
bottled versions of some of
our locally brewed beers.

However, this never
captured the imagination
of the local drinkers.

Some of the older ones will
probably still long for the
time when customers could
sit on the old wooden settle
in tront of a blazing open
fire drinking a pint of real
ale.

That was what made
winter in  Aylesbury
something to be enjoyed,
not endured.

Still, nostalgia 1sn’t what it
used to be! |

The old coaching inn,
which dates back to the
15th century, is owned by
the National Trust and
they are hoping to find
other tenants for the

property.

‘Grandma’s Quilt’

at the

KING S HEAD
Prestwood
Marston's Real Ales
including
Owd Roger
Pedigree
Bateman's Dark Mild

Finest Homestyle
rural American
and English Fare
ALL DAY
EVERY DAY

Comfort and friendly service

with a difference

01494 868101

Please contact the editor if you would like to help distribute Swan Supping







